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THE HOLY SPIRIT
(Part One)

INTRODUCTION

We are living in the time of the Holy Spirit. People al over the world are interested in what He does. Much false
teaching about the Holy Spirit has caused confusion among Christians. In this lesson and the next two lessons
we will teach you what the Bible says about the Holy Spirit. We will help you to clearly understand that the
Holy Spirit isaperson. You will aso learn what work He does.

THE IMPORTANCE OF THISLESSON

The Holy Spirit is the one who gives life (John 3:5). The Holy Spirit gives power (Acts 1:8). He is the One
who shows us about Christ (John 16:14).

It is very important for the believer to know what the Holy Spirit does. The Holy Spirit is God. He is one of
the persons of the Three-in-One God. Because He is God, it is important that we know Him and His work.
When we know the Holy Spirit we can know God better.

When we know God better we can worship Him better. Then we can love God and work for Him in the way

a

Q

we should.

It is my wish that the Holy Spirit will guide you as you search for the truth.

THE LESSON

THE HOLY SPIRIT ISA PERSON
A. There are two different ideas about the Holy Spirit.

1.

2.

The Holy Spirit isjust akind of power that a person can use when he is weak.

This idea makes people proud.

The Spirit is just as wise, full of love and powerful as the other persons in the Three-in-One
God. He wants to control the believer and use the believer for His work.

Thisideatakes away the pride of the believer. This idea causes the believer to put away hisown
desires. It causes the believer to give himself to the Holy Spirit, in order that the Holy Spirit can
control him.

B. Itisvery important to know that the Holy Spirit is a person. Knowing this is for our own spiritual
good. It aso helps usto live the Christian life.

1

We cannot worship the Holy Spirit if Heis just a power that comes from God. We cannot have
faith in that which is only a power. We cannot love and honor a power. The Holy Spirit is God
and we must worship Him as God.

We lose a blessing if we say that the Holy Spirit is only a power. A power cannot walk beside
the believer the way the Holy Spirit does. A power cannot help us carry the load in the Christian
life. A power cannot live in the believer to teach him (John 14:16-17).

C. Thereasons that some people believe that the Holy Spirit is only a power that comes from God:
1. Becausein the Greek language the word “ spirit” is aso trandated as “wind” (John 3:8).
2. Because sometimes the writers did not include the name of the Holy Spirit in their greetings

(Galatians 1:1-3; Ephesians 1:1-2; Philippians 1:1-2). Paul includes the name of the Holy Spirit
when he gives his blessing in 2 Corinthians 13:14.

Because writers in the Bible often use other words for the Holy Spirit. They use words like
wind, breath, fire or water. This has caused some teachers to say that the Holy Spirit is just a
power that comes from God the Father. This has caused them to say that He is not a person.
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D. The Bibleteachesthat the Holy Spirit isa person.
1. TheBibleusesthewords“He,” “His’ and “Him” when it talks about the Holy Spirit

(John 14:16,17,26; 16:7-8, 13-15; 15:26). Jesus uses the word “He” when talking about the
Holy Spirit. Jesus uses the word “He” at least 12 times in the verses above. This shows us that
the Holy Spirit is a person.

The Bible talks about the Holy Spirit just like a person.

a) TheHoly Spirit hasawill and He has reasons for doing things (1 Corinthians 12:11).

b) TheHoly Spirit is able to think (Romans 8:27).

¢) TheHoly Spirit knows things (1 Corinthians 2:9-11).

d) Paul lists nine things in Galatians 5:22-23. These are called “the fruit of the Spirit.” These
things can only be said about a person.

The actions of the Holy Spirit show that He is a person.

a) Hegives power to the believer (Acts 1:8).

b) He showsthe believer where to go (Romans 8:14; Acts 16:6-7).

¢) Hegivescomfort to the believer (Acts 9:31; John 14:16).

d) Hepraysfor the believer (Romans 8:26).

€) Hetalksto people about Christ (John 15:26).

f) He helps believersto know that they are children of God (Romans 8:16; Galatians 4:6).

g) Hetalks (Revelation 2:7).

h) He teaches believers and shows believersthe truth (John 14:26; 16:12-14).

i) Hedirectsthe things that happen in this world and among believers
(Acts 16:6-7; 13:2; 20:28).

The Bible talks about sins by which people can hurt the Holy Spirit. A person cannot hurt that

whichis only a power.

a) The believer can make the Holy Spirit feel bad (Ephesians 4:30).

b) Thebeliever can stop the voice of the Holy Spirit in Him (1 Thessalonians 5:19).

¢) Thebeliever can lieto the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:3).

d) Thebeliever can speak bad words about the Holy Spirit (Hebrews 10:29).

€) A believer can cursethe Holy Spirit (Matthew12:31-32).

f) A believer can fight against the Holy Spirit (Acts 7:51).

+ Now you know that the Holy Spirit is a person. How do you feel about Him?
Do you know He is always present with you? Do you depend on the Holy Spirit to show you how to
live? Do you depend on Him to give you power in the Christian life? Do you allow Him to control
you? Do you live the way He wants you to live? Do you work together with the Holy Spirit? Do you
love Him the way you should? Do you wor ship Him the way you should?

¢ IftheHoly Spirit isnot a person in the Three-in-One God, then He is only a power.
If the Holy Spirit is not God, then it iswrong to love Him, to worship Him, to obey Him and to work
with Him.

Il. THE BIBLE TEACHES THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT ISGOD
A. TheHoly Spirit is equal with God the Father and God the Son.

1

2.

3.

Paul gives a blessing to the people of Corinth in 2 Corinthians 13:14. In this verse the Holy
Spirit is equal with the Father and the Son.

In the words that are spoken when a person is baptized (Matthew 28:19).

Notice that it does not say “in the names of” but “in the name of.” This shows that each person
of the Three-in-one God is a separate person but they work together and always agree.

The giving of spiritual gifts shows that the Holy Spirit is equal with God the Father and God the
Son (1 Corinthians 12:4-6).

B. Peter saysthat the Holy Spirit is God (Acts 5:3-4).
C. TheHoly Spirit can do things that only God can do.

1
2.

He makes things out of nothing (Psalm 104:30 RV; Genesis 1:2).
He causes people to be born again (John 3:5).
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He giveslife (John 6:63).

He raises people from the dead (Romans 1:4; 8:11).

The things He says about the future come true (2 Peter 1:21).

He gives gifts to men according to His own wishes (1 Corinthians 12:8-11).

e know the Holy Spirit is God because of His attributes. An attribute shows us what God is like.

What God is like never changes.
Every person of the Three-in-One God is a person.
We can talk about each one separate from the other.
It shows what His power islike. His power never changes.
We can organize the attributes of the Three-in-One God into two kinds.
a) The attributes that show what God is like in Himself. They cannot be separated from God.
b) The attributes that talk about how God shows Himself to the people He made.
The attributes that show what the Holy Spirit is likein Himself.
a) The attributes that show that the Holy Spirit has the Life of God.
1) Life—Romans8:2.
2) Spirituality —Heis aperson who cannot be seen (John 3:8).
3) Personality —Heisaperson who can think, has awill and has feelings
(John 16:13-16).
b) The attributes that show that the Holy Spirit is a person like God.
1) Unity — God is perfect and cannot be divided because He is One God. He shows
Himself in three per sons (Matthew 28:19-20; John 17:22).
2) Eternity —God is eternal. He has no beginning and His life will never end
(Hebrews 9:14).
3) Unchangeable — God never changes in what He is like and in what He plans to do
(Maachi 3:6).
c) The attributes that show that the Holy Spirit has the power of God.
1) Omniscience — God knows everything and He possesses all wisdom
(1 Corinthians 2:9-14).
2) Omnipresence— God is everywhere present at the same time (Psalm 139:7-10).
3) Omnipotence — God has power to do anything that is not against his nature
(Genesis 1:2; Romans 15:19).
The attributes that talk about how the Holy Spirit shows Himself to the people He made.
a) The attributes that show what the nature of the Spirit of God islike.
1) Love(Romans5:5; Galatians 5:22).
2) Grace (Hebrews 10:29).
3) Mercy —kindness (Galatians 5:22).
b) Thosethat show what kind of a person He is— His characteristics.
1) TheHoly SpiritisHoly (Romans 1:4).
2) TheHoly Spirit is Righteous (John 16:7-10).
3) TheHoly Spirit is Faithful. He always does what He says He will do
(Ephesians 1:13-14; John 14:13-14).
c) Those that show how the Holy Spirit rules the world.
1) TheHoly Spirit has complete wisdom (1 Corinthians 12:8; 2:9-11).
2) TheHoly Spirit isfull of truth (John 14:17).
3) The Holy Spirit has power over all things and He can use this power in any
way He wantsto useit (2 Peter 1:21).

¢ The Holy Spirit is God. He is a person in the Three-in-One God. We must honor and worship Him
as God. You will be happy in the Christian life when you act toward the Holy Spirit as a real
person. He is not a feeling or a power. We must love Him as God. We must allow Him to control us
and we must depend on Himto help us. We can enjoy working together with Him all the time.
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THE NAMESOF THEHOLY SPIRIT
The Bible gives many special names to the Holy Spirit. His names show us the kind of work He does.
The names al so show us how He represents the Three-in-One God.

A.

¢

The Spirit of God and the Spirit of Christ (1 Corinthians 3:16; Romans 8:9).

Both the Father and the Son sent the Holy Spirit into the world. The Holy Spirit acts for the Three-
in-One God. He is the representative of the Three-in-One God.

The Holy Spirit (Luke 11:13; Romans 1:4).

This showswhat He islike. Heis holy. Heis holy in Himself and helps us to live holy lives.

The Holy Spirit of Promise (Ephesians 1:13).

This name shows us that Christ promised to send Him (John 14:16-18). He is the mark on the
believer. This mark shows that the believer belongs to Christ (Ephesians 1:13). Of all the things
Christ promised to the believer, the Holy Spirit is the first part (Ephesians 1:14). By this we know
that we will also receive all the other promises of our salvation.

The Spirit of Grace (Hebrews 10:29).

This name shows that He gives the grace of God to the believers.

The Spirit of Life (Romans 8:2).

Heis the one who gives us spiritual life. He makes Christ areal person to the believer.

The Spirit of Truth (John 14:17; 15:26; 16:13).

He teaches us the truth. He speaks the truth. He helps us practice the truth and He fights for the
truth. He is against everything that is not true (1 John 4.6).

The Spirit of Glory or the Spirit of the Splendor of God (1 Peter 4:14).

He shows the shining greatness of God. He gives the grace of God to the believer. Through grace
the believer can show the shining greatness of God (Romans 8:16-17).

. The Eterna Spirit. The Spirit that lives forever (Hebrews 9:14).

This shows that His work never ends. It also shows that He will live forever. This means that He is
really God.

In the Bible you will see other names for the Holy Spirit. The above names are enough for now.

OTHER WORDSTHAT ARE USED ASNAMESFOR THE HOLY SPIRIT

¢

A.

The Bible uses other words to describe the Holy Spirit. These words also show us what He is like.
They show us the kind of work He does.

The Dove (Matthew 3:16; Mark 1:10; Luke 3:22; John 1:32).

The dove is a picture of purity. People use doves as messengers. The Holy Spirit is without sin and
Heis a messenger from God.

The Wind (John 3:8; Acts 2:1-4).

We cannot see the wind. We know it is powerful and it can enter many places.

The Holy Spirit is powerful and can enter inside people.

Fire (Acts 2:3; Jeremiah 20:9).

He makes the Word of God like a fire (Malachi 3:2). He makes the Word of God like a fire that
burns away the bad things. Fire makes things clean. Fire burns things to ashes so there is nothing
left. The Holy Spirit also does thisin the believer.

Qil (Exodus 27:20; 30:31; compare Acts 1:8; 2:4; Hebrews 1:9).

In the Bible people used olive oil in food. People used olive qil to give light. They used it for
anointing a person for a special work. In thisway it showed how God poured out His power.

Water (John 7:37-39).

Water gives a person new strength. Water makes things clean. Water satisfies a person’s thirst.
Water is necessary for life. In thisway the Holy Spirit is like water too.

A Mark (Ephesians 1:13; 4:30).

The Holy Spirit is the mark of God on the believer. It shows that God owns the believer. The Holy
Spirit Himsalf is the mark that shows that we are God' s children.
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G. TheFirst Part of Something that is Promised (2 Corinthians 1:22; 5:5 and Ephesians 1:14).
The gift of the Holy Spirit to the believer is the first part of al the promises God has given to the
believer. Because God gave us the Holy Spirit we are sure that He will give us all the other
promisesin the Bible. The other promises are the ones we will receive when we go to heaven.

CONCLUSION

The subject of the Holy Spirit is very important. We will study the Holy Spirit in lesson 7 and 8 too. We
will study the work of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament. We will also study the work of the Holy Spirit in
the life of Christ. We will learn about the work of the Holy Spirit in creation. We will learn of the men who
wrote the Bible and in believers and those who have not believed. We will look at the Baptism of the Spirit and
the Holy Spirit’s work. We will see how the Spirit will fill the believer and how He gives power to the believer.
If you study these lessons well you will learn who the Holy Spirit is and what He does.
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GREAT DOCTRINESOF THE BIBLE
EXAM —LESSON 6

Questions to be answered by every student enrolled in the Rogma International Free Bible Study Course

Name

Address

1. If a person believes the Holy Spirit is just a power he can use for his own benefit, that belief will tend to
make him: (Value 5 points)
a. proud.
b. strongin the Lord.
c. very thankful to God for the Spirit.

N

Knowing the Holy Spirit as a person can help usin the Christian life by: (Value 5 points)
a. It makes a person happy.
b. It causes abeliever to give himself to the Spirit, so the Spirit can control him.
c. It causesthe believer to witness for Christ.

3. Which word does the Bible use to describe the Holy Spirit. (Value 5 points)
a. Lion
b. Fox
c. Dove

4. Mark theversein the Bible teaches us that Holy Spirit is equal with God. (Open Bible) (Vaue 5 points)
a. 2 Corinthians 13:14
b. John 15:26
c. John 6:63

5. Mark theword used in Ephesians 1:13 as a name for the Holy Spirit. (Open Bible) (Vaue5 points)
a. Spirit of Grace
b. Holy Spirit of Promise
c. The Spirit of Life

6. The Bibleteachesthat the Holy Spirit is a person in the following ways.. (Mark 2) (Vaue 10 Points)
a. Because He has the body of a person.
b. Because the Apostles spoke in tongues when the Holy Spirit came upon them at Pentecost.
c. Theactions of the Holy Spirit show that He is a person.
d. Becausethe Holy Spirit is God and God is a person.
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7. What do the following verses teach us about the Holy Spirit’ s faculties, character, or actions?
(Open Bible) (Vaue 25 points)

a Romans8:27

b. Acts1:8

c. John 14:16

d. Romans 8:26

e. Acts5:3

8. What do the following verses teach us the Holy Spirit can do? (Open Bible) (Vaue 15 points)

a John 35

b. Romans8:11

c. 1 Corinthians12:8:11

9. What names do we find for the Holy Spirit in the following verses? (Vaue 20 points)
(Put the letter in front of the name in front of the correct verse from the Bible)

Ephesians 1:3 a. The Eternal Spirit
Hebrews 10:29 b. The Spirit of Promise
Romans 8:2 c. The Spirit of Grace
Hebrews 9:14 d. The Spirit of Life
10. The Greek word translated “spirit” can also be trandated as (Value 5 points)

DECISION TIME

| have learned in this lesson that the Holy Spirit is a real person with great power. | know that he continually
triesto help mein my life. | confess that many times | not have listened to him.

Asabeliever before God, | make the decision today to obey the Holy Spirit by:
0 Reading the Word of God as often as possible.

o Prayingto God every day.

a Depending on God (faith) to help mein al of this.

Signed Date / / /.

(Doing this will not give you a better grade, but we would like you to tell us about this decision so that we can
encourage you.)
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