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SATAN

INTRODUCTION

God is all-powerful, but the Bible teaches that Satan is very powerful, too. Many people laugh about Satan.
Some people make jokes about him. Satan is not a joke. Satan is a real person. He works in the life of every
living person in one way or another. This lesson teaches you who heis and how you can win over him.

THE IMPORTANCE OF THISLESSON

o Inawaritisimportant to know all about the enemy. It isimportant to know how he fights.

o Satan is the greatest enemy of God and man. We must learn about him as much as we can. We must learn
how to win over him.

O Satan stops people from becoming Christians. If he cannot stop a person from becoming a Christian he tries
to spoil the person’s Christian life. People will not listen to the believer when his life is not straight. It is
important to learn how Satan works. When we know this, we can be saved and win over him in the Christian
life.

a Jesus Christ won over Satan by His death and resurrection. Jesus took the believer from the control of Satan
and put him under the control of God. Jesus also delivered the believer from the power of Satan. Thisis part
of our salvation. It is important that we learn this doctrine. When we know this, we can win over Satan
through the power of Christ in us.

THE LESSON

l. SATAN ISA REAL PERSON
Satan is not just an evil spirit that moves around in thisworld. He is aliving person without a body. God
created him. He is a person who has great power in this world. Satan is a spirit being, like the angels,
who sometimes appearsin a body.
A. Both the Old and New Testament teach that Satan lives and that he has great power.
1. What the Old Testament teaches:
a) Hetricked Eve (Genesis 3:1-6).
b) He caused Job to get sick (Job 1:6-2:13).
¢) He caused David to count the people of Isragl (1 Chronicles 21:1).
d) The name SATAN means enemy. The Old Testament uses thisword at least 17 times.
€) Study Ezekiel 28:12-16 and Isaiah 14:12-17.
2. What the New Testament teaches:
a) Satan tempted Christ in the place where people do not live. (Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13).
Christ had no sin in Him (1 Peter 2:22; 2 Corinthians 5:21). Therefore, Satan could not
tempt him the way he tempts every other person.
b) Satan wanted to have Peter so that he could separate him from God in the way a person
separates wheat from the chaff (Luke 22:31).
c) Satan caused Judas to betray Christ (John 13:2).
d) Satan caused Annanias and Saphirato lie to the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:1-11).
€) Satan cameto Paul to hurt him (2 Corinthians 12:7).
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B. Every writer in the New Testament knew that Satan lived asareal person.
1

wn

Matthew — talked about Satan as a person who causes others to sin. He also saw Satan to be the
one who takes away the seed of the Gospel. He saw Satan as the one who causes confusion
(Matthew 4:1-11; 13:19,39).

Mark — called him Beelzebub, the prince of the demons (Mark 3:22-26).

L uke —showed usthat Satan is able to torture people (Luke 9:42) and to make people sick

(Luke 13:16). He aso showed us that Satan wants to separate the believer from other believers
the way wheat is separated from chaff (Luke 22:31).

John —showed us that Satan causes people to lie and murder (John 8:44). He also showed Satan
as the leader of this sinful system in thisworld (John 12:31). John said that Satan is the father of
those people who do not believe in Christ (1 John 3:10). In Revelation 12:9, John said that
Satan is the one who |leads people astray.

Paul — taught us that Satan is the leader of the powers that cannot be seen (Ephesians 2:2). Paul
said that Satan is the god of the people who do not believe in Christ (2 Corinthians 4:4).

Peter — talked about Satan as a lion who roars because he is hungry. Satan is our enemy who
wants to eat the believer (1 Peter 5:8).

James —told us that we must fight against Satan (James 4:7).

Jude —told us that Satan left the place God had given him when God created him. He also said
that Satan is so powerful that Michael, the great angel, was afraid to speak sharp words to him.
Michael said, “ The Lord speak sharp words against you” (Jude 6,9)

C. We say that Satan is a (spirit) person because he does things that (human) persons do.
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He tempts peopleto do sin (Genesis 3:1-6; Matthew 4:1-11).
Helies (John 8:44).

Heis a person who kills others (John 8:44).

Heisthe father of people who do sin (I John 3:10).

He fools people (Revelation 12:9).

He makes people blind in their minds (2 Corinthians 4.4).
Hetricks people (2 Corinthians 2:11).

He accuses people before God (Revelation 12:10).

He attacks people (Job 1 and 2).

10. Hegives sicknessesto people (Luke 13:16).

11. He separates believers from God in the way people separate wheat from chaff (Luke 22:31).
D. What happens when we say that Satan is not an active person?

1. Then we say that the words of Christ about Satan are not true (Matthew 13:39).

2. Then we say that we cannot trust the Bible and that the Bible does not have the final word.

3. Thenwe say that all the verses about Satan in the Bible are not true.

THE PLACE SATAN CAME FROM

There are two passages in the Bible that teach where Satan came from.

A. Ezekiel 28:12-17 — In these verses Ezekiel talks about one person but he also has another person in
mind. The king of the country of Tyre represents Satan. Ezekiel actually talks about Satan here. This
is clear when we read the rest of the verses. See Matthew 16:23 and Genesis 3:14-15.
These are the things we learn about Satan in Ezekiel 28:12-17:

1
2.

God created him (verses 13,15).

God created him as one of the cherubim. The cherubim were special angels who served God.
They protected the righteousness of God (Genesis 3:24). They also supported the mercy of God
(Exodus 25:22), and helped God in ruling over creation (Psalm 99:1).

God set Satan apart with power to do special work for God. The words in verse 14, “| have set
you so” show us that God gave him the right to do this special work.

In the past Satan lived in “the garden of God”, which means he lived in God’ s presence

(verse 13).

God gave him great wisdom and made him very beautiful (verse 12).
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6. God gave him 10 valuable stones to wear. The number 10 in the Bible means human
government.

7. God created him with musical ability (verse 13). Much of the music we hear today comes from
Satan.

8. God made him a perfect person, but Satan became very proud and acted against God. God threw
Satan out of the place where He first put him when God created Satan (verses 15-17; Jude 6).

Isaiah 14:12-17

In this passage we learn the following truths:

1. Atfirst God gave Satan the name Lucifer. Thismeans, “ A star that shines even by day”
(verse 12).The Bible often talks about angels as stars. As Lucifer, God chose Satan to serve Him
in a specia way. God gave him power and made him the most important angel.

2. Lucifer became very proud (Ezekiel 28:17). In Isaiah 14:14 we see that he said “I will” five
times. In the last part of this verse Satan says, “I will be like the Most High God.”

¢ Lucifer wanted other angels to worship him in the same way they worshipped God. Even today
he still wants people to worship him that way. He wanted Christ to worship him
(Matthew 4:9-10). Satan will cause people in the world to worship him just before Christ comes
back. He will do this by making people wor ship the Beast (Revelation 13:8,14-15).

3. We seethat Lucifer had athrone (verse 13). Satan still reigns-- from a different throne. He rules
asthe leader of those who have not believed in Jesus Christ (Revelation 2:13; 13:2).

4. God threw Satan out of heaven and the Bible says that in the end God will bring him to great
ruin (Isaiah 14:15-17; Revelation 20:10).

THE PLACESWHERE SATAN WORKSTODAY
Where does Satan work since the day God threw him out of heaven?

A.

Job 1.7 — God asked Satan, “Where are you coming from?’ and Satan answered, “From going back
and forth and up and down in the world.” Satan works everywhere in the world.

| Peter 5:8 says that Satan goes around thisworld to see who he can eat.

Ephesians 2:2 — He is the spirit that now works in the “children that do not obey God.” This shows
us that Satan also works in the hearts of the people who do not believe in Jesus.

Ephesians 6:12 — It says that we fight against large numbers of wicked spirits who come from the
world of spirits. Satan works in those places that cannot be seen with the human eye. It is in the
place where spirits live. Christ works in the believers too, but it is through the work of the Holy
Spirit whom we cannot see (Ephesians 1:3; 2:6).

THE GREATNESS OF THE POWER OF SATAN
His titles show us how great his power is.

A.

B.

He is the ruler of the world of unbelievers (John 12:31; 14:30). The Bible never mentions Satan as

KING. Thereisonly one KING in theworld. ThisisKING JESUS (Psams 2:6; 24:10).

1. As ruler, Satan is the head of this sinful world of unbelievers. This includes the world of
government, the world of people who believe in false religions, the world of people getting
along with each other, the world of teachers and schools and the world of the people who are in
the armies.

2. We seethat Satan isthe ruler of the world in the following:

a) Theworld hates Christ (John 15:18-25).

b) Satan claimed power over the world when he tempted Christ (Luke 4:5-7). Satan said that
he had power over al the kingdoms in this world. He said that someone gave him that
power.

c) Satan controls the laws of sin. These are the laws of pride: the law that makes people want
the things others have, the law of military power, the law of people wanting more things for
themselves, the law of enjoyment of sin, the law of selfishness and many more.

Heistheruler over the evil powers of the earth (Ephesians 2:2).

1. Heistheruler of dl the evil powers that we cannot see (Ephesians 6:12-13; Colossians 2:15).
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H.

2. Heisthe spirit that man cannot see. He worksin the people that do not obey God
(Ephesians 2:2).

3. Heis the ruler of the powers of darkness. The believer has been taken out of that darkness
(Colossians 1:13; Acts 26:18; Ephesians 5:8).

. Heisour enemy (I Peter 5:8-9).

The word Satan means “enemy.” Satan is the believer’s enemy. He became the enemy since he

acted against God. Today heis a powerful and evil enemy against God and righteousness.

1. Heisthe enemy of Christ and of God (Matthew 4:1-11; John 13:26-27; 2 Thessalonians 2:4).
Satan is“the man of sin”, the “ Antichrist who stands against God.” This is what he does today.

2. Heisthe enemy of the people who believe in Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 2:11; 12:7;
Luke 22:31).

3. Heisthe enemy of every person-- those who believe and those who do not believe in Christ
(Revelation 12:9; Acts 26:18; 2 Thessalonians 2:9-10).

He is the one who fools people (Revelation 12:9-10).

1. Hefoolsthe whole world (Revelation 12:9).

2. Heisaliar (John 8:44).

3. Hemakes peoplethink that heis an angel of light who helps them to do the right thing
(2 Corinthians 11:13-14).

4. He makes false teachers and preachers of lies out of some people (1 Kings 22:22; 2 Peter 2:1-2;
2 Corinthians 11:15).

5. He destroys the faith people have in the Word of God. He tells them that the Bible is not the
final, powerful Word of God. He tells people that God is not always honest (Genesis 3:1-6).

He isthe Wicked One (1 John 5:19).

1. Hecontrolsthe whole world (1 John 5:19).
This verse talks about “the wicked person.”

2. Heis the enemy who sows weeds among the good grain. He creates great confusion among
Christians (Matthew 13:38-39).

3. Hetakes away the seed of the Word of God from the mind of the person who has not believed
(Matthew 13:19).

4. Heattacksthe believer with every kind of temptation (arrows of fire) (Ephesians 6:16).

He is the god of the people who have never believed (2 Corinthians 4:4). Satan is not the true and

living God. In this verse Paul calls him “the god of thisworld.”

Satan wants worship. When he acted against God he said, “I will be like the Most High God”

(Isaiah 14:14).

1. Hetempted Christ to worship him (Luke 4:7).

2. The Antichrist is the person who will act for Satan. He wants the whole world to worship him
(Revelation 13:12).

3. Satan makes people blind in the spirit so they do not understand the true Gospel. He does this so
they will not worship Christ (2 Corinthians 4:4).

4, Satan stops people from worshipping God when he causes them to love sin and the enjoyment
of sin (John 3:19; 2 Timothy 3:4).

5. Many people today are worshipping Satan.

¢ God deserves our worship. God wants us to worship Him.

A short outline of the power of Satan in the life of the person who does not believein Christ:

He makes people spiritually blind (2 Corinthians 4:4).

He holds them as prisoners (2 Timothy 2:26).

He has power over the person who does not believe in Christ (1 John 5:19; Acts 26:18).

He controls the life of that person (Ephesians 2:2).

He worksin the Antichrist (2 Thessalonians 2:4).

He fools that person (Revelation 12:9).

He keeps that person out of heaven (Psalm 9:17; Matthew 25:41).

NogakrwdpE
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A short outline of the power of Satan in the life of the person who has believed in the Lord Jesus
Christ.

He tempts that person (Genesis 3:1-6; 2 Corinthians 11:3).

He causes that person to suffer (Job 1 and 2).

He wantsto eat that person (I Peter 5:8).

Hetriesto win over that person (2 Corinthians 2:11).

He attacks that person (Ephesians 6:10-17).

He causes that person to lie (Acts 5:1-4).

Hetalks against that person before God (Revelation 12:10).

He hurts that person (2 Corinthians 12:7).

He separates that person from God like you separate grain from chaff (Luke 22:31).

COoNOAR~WNE

V. HOW TO FIGHT AGAINST SATAN AND DEFEAT HIM

A.
B.

Remember that you belong to Christ. A person who is greater than Satan livesin you (1 John 4:4).
Remember that Jesus defeated Satan on the cross. Jesus destroyed the power of Satan at the cross
(Hebrews 2:14; 1 John 3:8; Colossians 2:15). Jesus Christ gives the believer power to win over
Satan too. The believer must use this power.

The believer can defeat Satan through the blood of Christ and by using the Word of God
(Revelation 12:11). You must speak about Christ without fear and you must stand strong for the
Lord.

Satan runs away when the believer fights against him (James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:8-9). The believer must
learn to fight against Satan.

The believer fights against Satan by using the sword, the shield and prayer (Ephesians 6:16-18). The
Holy Spirit uses the Bible as the sword to fight against Satan. Y ou must study the Bible so you can
use it when you fight against Satan. The shield stands for the believer’s faith. When you fight
against Satan you must do so by depending on God to help you. At the same time, you must pray to
God to help you.

The believer must wear all the weapons God gives him (Ephesians 6:10-17). The weapons we fight
with are not the ones the unbelievers use. Believers use the things God gives to fight with and they
have power. The things God gives to fight with destroy the strong places of the devil

(2 Corinthians 10:4).

Christ delivers the believer from the power and control of Satan (Acts 26:18;Colossians 1:13;
Hebrews 2:14; 1 John 3:8).

VI. THE JUDGMENT OF SATAN

A. Satan will fight hard to the very end. He will fight his battle against Christ in the Battle of
Armageddon (Revelation 19:19).

B. A very strong angel will throw Satan into the hole that has no bottom, at the end of this battle. He
will stay there for 1000 years (Revelation 20:1-2; Isaiah 14:15).

C. Jesus Christ will rule the world in peace for 1000 years. At the end of this rule Jesus will let Satan
loose for a short time (Revelation 20:7). Satan will try to fight against Christ again. Christ will
destroy the army of Satan. Christ will throw Satan into the lake of fire. Satan will stay there forever
and ever (Revelation 20:10).

CONCLUSION

Today Satan is a very powerful enemy of God, but God is faithful to the believer and He is an Almighty
friend. Every person must chose between life and death, between judgment and blessing, between light and
darkness, between heaven and hell and between following Satan or following Christ. Every person may choose
life so that his soul will live forever with God (Deuteronomy 30:19). We can be happy that Christ will defeat
Satan in the end. We can be happy that the One who lives in the believer is greater than the one who livesin the
unbeliever (1 John 4:4). We can be happy that Jesus has made us free from the power of Satan. We can follow
our Lord who rose from the grave. Heis the Lord who is aive today.
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GREAT DOCTRINESOF THE BIBLE
EXAM —LESSON 5

Lesson 5

Questions to be answered by every student enrolled in the Rogma International Free Bible Study Course

Name
Address
1. Why must believerslearn as much as possible about Satan? (Value 4 points)
a. Because he stops people from becoming Christians.
b. Because heisthe believer’s enemy.
c. Because Christ won over Satan.
2. Where did Satan come from? (Vaue 4 points)
a. Hegrew upinhell.
b. Hecamefrom the darkness.
¢c. Hewas created by God as an angel.
3. What was Satan’sname at first? (Vaue 4 points)
a Gabrie
b. Lucifer
d. Michael
4. What was Satan’s sin in heaven? (Vaue 4 points)
a. Hewasvery cruel.
b. Hewasaliar.
¢c. Hewasproud.
5. Over whom does Satan rule? (Value 4 points)
a. Beélievers
b. Unbelievers
c. Anges
6. What will Jesus do to Satan in theend? (Vaue 4 points)
a. Hewill forgive him.
b. Hewill put himinthe Lake of Fire.
c. Hewill put Satan in aspecia place in heaven.
7. What can Satan do in the life of the believer? (Value 20 points)

(Write the letter of the correct scripture reference in front of the phrase that fits the verse)

He tempts the believer. a. Revelation 12:10
He causes believersto suffer. b. 2 Corinthians 11:3
He causes believersto lie. c. Acts5:1-4
Hetalks against the believer before God. d. Job1land?2



Series 1985, SE Edition 2001 Lesson 5

Satan

8.

©

©Ooo T

What do the following Scripture versestell us about Satan? (Y ou may use your Bible) (Vaue 12
points)

Ephesians 2:2

John 8:44

Luke4:7

What characteristics ascribed to Satan show that he is a person and not a mere influence? (Mark three
answers) (Vaue 12 points)

He murders

Helies

He accuses

He attacks

He tempts

10. What did the following writers say about Satan? (Y ou may use your Bible) (Vaue 20 points)

a

b.

C.

a

Mark, Mark 3:22-26

Paul, Ephesians 2:2

Peter, 1 Peter 5:8

Jude, Jude 6,9

11. Name three things the believer can do to win when Satan tempts. (Value 12 points)

a

b.

Q

DECISION TIME

| have learned in this lesson that Satan is areal person with great power. | know that he continually tries
tointerferein my life. | confess that many times | have listened to him.

Asabeliever before God | make the decision today to resist the devil by:

Q
Q
a

Signed

Reading the Word of God as often as possible.
Praying to God every day and every time | am tempted.
Depending on God (faith) to help mein al of this.

Date / / /.
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(Doing this will not give you a better grade, but we would like you to tell us about this decision so that we can
encourage you.)
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